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included Anantapur district His power was, how-
ever, nominal The Maharatas continued to be the
dominant influence and collected tribute and taxes
from the Poligars

Moran Rao the famous Maharata adventurer
established himself at Gooty in 1746, obtained
possession of Penukonda, exacted tribute from the
local Poligars and made himself the architect of the
destinies of the people living in this district Hyder
Ah of Mysore later captured the forts of Penukonda
and Madakasira from Moran Rao and finally in
1775 captured Gooty itself, imprisoned Moran Rao
and reduced the Poligarsto submission Hyder
died in 1782 and was succeeded by Tipu. The later
was defeated in 1792 by a combination of the
English, the Maharatas, and the Nizam, and by the
treaty of that year he was made to cede half of his
territories to this strange combination of allies By
this treaty, and by the treaty of 1799, the later fol-
lowing the third Mysore war and the death of Tipu,
the whole of the area which now comprises the
district of Anantapur fell to the share of the Nizam
In 1800 the Nizam agreed to cede to the English all
the territories acquired by him under these two
treaties of 1792 and 1799 m return for a subsidiary
force to be stationed in his dominions Anantapur
district together with Bellary andCuddapdh districts
and a part of Kurnool district thus passed into the
hands of the British

After the transfer of this territory to the
British in 1800, Major Munro who was selected to
govern this area as the "Principal Collector" choose
Anantapur as his headquarters He directly held

charge of the taluks which now form the Anantapur
district and also the Rayadurg taluk The rest of
the new territory was administered by Sub-Collec-
tors subordinate to Munro The year after the
departure of Munro in 1807, this area was divided
into the two Collectorates of Bellary and Cuddapah
and finally in 1882 Bellary was once again bifurcated
into the districts of Bellary and Anantapur Un-
like Cuddapah district, this district did not present
any formidable problems The Poligars living in
this district were not a troublesome lot and soon
came under effective control A few who tr.ed to
give trouble were dealt with severely. On only one
occassion was there any open resistence to the
British authority In 1804 a conspiracy was formed
to seize Gooty and Adorn forts and to mstal Kudrit
Ullah Khan, son of Basalat Jung the former Jagir-
dar of Adoni, as ruler in that area This plot failed
and as a result there were no further attempts to
upset British authority

After this the political history of Anantapur
district like the history of the rest of the well admi-
nistered part of the Madras Presidency remained
uneventful till the national struggle for Indepen-
dence came to wake it up from its peaceful slum-
ber This district too like the rest of the Nation
responded to its call and joined hands in the free-
dom movement Among the popular political
leaders of the district who played a prominent part
in the Freedom struggle, a few names that can be
mentioned are th >se of Sri Kallur Subba Rao and
Sri N Sanjeeva Reddy the then Chief Minister of
Andhra Pradesh and President of India
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